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Excellencies…Distinguished Colleagues…

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my great pleasure to convey to you the best wishes of Dr. Habib Elhabr, Representative and Regional Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA), and to welcome you to this important gathering in Marrakech. UNEP is privileged to be a partner with The Centre for Environment and Development in the Arab Region and Europe, the Morocco National Cleaner Production Centre, the StEP Initiative and other national, regional & international stakeholders in the organization of this major international event in the great Kingdom of Morocco.

Today, in the 2nd Forum, we wetness the realisation of the work that began as an idea between CEDARE and our Office which has brought together valuable international, regional and national partners from both the private and public sectors and Non Governmental Organisations.
There is a growing attention to the e-waste issue worldwide in various international fora and different UN agencies, which are leading initiatives or participating in activities on different e-waste topics. UNEP is leading a few initiatives that embrace the e-waste issue, like the Global e-Sustainability Initiative, the International Resource Panel, the OzoneAction programme, the Green Custom Initiative or different pilot projects under the Bali Strategic Plan for Capacity Building and Technology Support.
UNEP’s mandate is to coordinate the development of environmental policy consensus by keeping the global environment under review and bringing emerging issues to the attention of governments and the international community for action. UNEP is the voice of an environment under numerous pressures from human activity, including e-waste.

UNEP has a number of strengths that characterize its work on e-waste, and areas where its skills and capabilities are distinctive. Strengths include:

· A global mandate regarding the environment

· Complementarities of expertise between e-waste topic and other environmental issues
· Experience in creating and fostering implementation of multilateral environmental agreements

· A proven ability to work on issues requiring a multi-stakeholder approach

· A strong relationship with some key players in the private sector, including financial institutions

The unprecedented growth in the production and use of electrical and electronic equipment and the ever increasing volumes of related e-waste generated demands the need to conduct a global assessment of e-waste problem in order to establish a common knowledge baseline concerning the extend of the problem. In 2008, CEDARE and UNEP carried out our first e-waste survey of the Arab Region. CEDARE is now in the process of updating the data collected. This work can be the bases for our regional input into any future global assessment of e-waste problem.

Today in our 2nd Forum, looking at the presence of Public and Private Sectors and the vital presence of a number of NGOs, it is very clear that the seeds of multi-stakeholders partnership which were planted during the 1st Forum have flourished. Such partnership will raise awareness and bring up opportunities and incentives and assist the countries in the region with their move towards transforming their economies to green economies.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We call upon this Forum to encourage the countries in our region to assess the current state of guidelines, legislations, regulations and other appropriate legal instruments to address the e-waste problem with the view to enhancing the effectiveness of measures to address this challenge, and to utilise the effective multi-stakeholder partnerships formed to implement the necessary policies and incentives to effectively monitor and manage e-waste in the region.   

 UNEP, through its Regional Office in West Asia and its substantive divisions, stands ready to assist and support the countries in our region.  I hope that this international event will be the stewardship platform for constructive discussion, friendly debate and the development of fruitful partnerships and future business opportunities between all stakeholders; national, regional and international, including governments, industry, private sector, NGOs, financial institutions, research and academic centers and UN Organizations. 

We are indebted to all our partners for their contribution in organizing this event, and grateful to all participating experts and delegations for their valuable offerings and dedication, and we look forward to our continued cooperation on “Environment for Development”, which is at the heart of UNEP’s mandate.

Thank you 






