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Distinguished Partners, Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of H.E. Nadia Makram Ebeid, the Executive Director of the Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE), it is my great pleasure to be here today to welcome you to the E-Waste Management Forum. It gives me great pleasure to be in this beautiful country.
The electronics and information technology industry is the world’s largest and fastest growing manufacturing industry. As a consequence of this remarkable growth, discarded electronic equipment, or e-waste, is now recognized as the fastest growing waste stream in the industrialized world.  Today, E-Waste comprises more than 5-10 per cent of all municipal waste, which is nearly the same amount of all plastic packaging, and is growing steadily.

Three years ago, CEDARE has identified the E-waste issue as an emerging challenge that needs to be addressed in the Arab Countries. CEDARE has decided to establish effective partnerships to enhance the status of E-waste management in the Arab Region. We are honored with our partnerships with UNEP, CMPP, StEP Initiative, EMPA from Switzerland, and many others. 
To enhance knowledge transfer about E-waste management issues to the Arab countries, CEDARE has joined the StEP initiative, a leading international network, where currently CEDARE is the Focal point for the Middle East and North Africa. 

During 2008, CEDARE and UNEP started the process for assessing E-waste practices in the Arab Region. An assessment study has been conducted for governmental organizations, private sector enterprises, non-governmental organizations, and non Arab countries. 
The study highlighted the need to enhance awareness about the E-waste issue and to conduct assessment about the quantities and types of available E-waste in the Arab countries. Also, there is a need to enhance the legislations to deal with the issue of illegal trans-boundary movement of used equipments, which are considered end-of-life equipments. Currently, we are concluding the 2010 study that showed progress has been achieved in some countries and Morocco is one of these success stories.
CEDARE and UNEP have identified the E-waste Management Forum as an important tool to exchange knowledge and establish partnerships for establishing E-waste management industry; thus creating green job opportunities.

Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
The first E-waste Management Forum was held last year in Cairo, the outcome of the Form showed that there is great interest in moving forward to enhance the E-waste management status in the Arab countries in cooperation with the International community. We are very optimistic about the outcome of the Marrakech Forum due to the excellent speakers and participants that are gathered here today. 
We believe that the private sector is the main vehicle for development as  it establishes a successful green economical business model for E-waste management. Thus we are keen to initiate multi-stake holder partnerships where the private sector has effective role.
Ladies and Gentlemen 

I would like to thank our Moroccan active partner in this event, CMPP, for our ongoing collaboration and for their excellent work in the organization of this Forum and the Diamond sponsor, Managem, for their contribution towards the success of this Forum. 
I would like also to thank the other agencies and companies that have supported this Forum and hope that we will continue to all work in partnership to witness the success of our efforts.  Finally, I thank all of our speakers and participants for taking the time to join us at this valuable Forum.
Thank you
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